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Main questions

» How does civil society respond to the new landscape in energy sector and especially to the
challenges that emerge regarding energy poverty?

» How do civil society’s responses interact with household needs and practices, but also with existing
policies?

« What is innovative in the civil society’s initiatives in Greece?



What is civil society? How could civil society affect social and political life?
« Civil society is a relatively loose term.
« It's neither public nor private, however it is in-between public and private, state and individuals.

« It may include NGOs, local organisations, volunteer groups, informal associations and grassroots
initiatives, with varying capacities and power to exert influence.

« It is strongly associated with the potential for collective action, in the form of social movements,
community action, or lobbying.



In this presentation we will focus on local urban movements and NGOs.
Since the beginning of the crisis both of them have been rather active:

» elaboration of proposals for an alternative model of social relations, economic activities and
everyday life

» mobilization of resources and provision of services for those in or at risk of poverty (e.g. food rations,
medical services, electricity reconnections, etc.).



Local urban movements

» A key moment for this was the incorporation of a new property tax in the electricity bills in 2011.
* Energy providers cut electricity supply to households that could not afford the cost of the bills.

» Massive social reactions: demonstrations, collective “denial of paying the bills”, judicial actions,
mobilization of citizens to prevent disconnections and creation of informal technical groups that

reconnected residences to the electricity network. It was the first time that the Greek society realized
that energy deprivation had become a large scale problem and raised claims for the ‘right to energy’.
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2 FYMNAZIO MOEXATOY Call for a public event against property tax
g k : : L 3 | don’t pay!
* Mg mhnpuvoupe Hovo To peUda Kal 0X1 TO ¥apdTel » How to pay just the cost of electricity consumed
HEmw ATM and not the property tax.
® TehguTdiec eZehigeic, vopikd Kol Ghha BEPaTd * News, legal and other issues
« ZUyKpOTOUME BikTUo TTANPOPEPNTNE KAl + Creation of a network of information and

solidarity in order to avoid electricity supply

afhnhoUTmooTARENS Yio va aTToTpEYOUNE KadL cuts.

TRpoTwaead SIaKaTrg pruparTag
If we don’t resist now, we will pay the property tax

Av dev avnioraBolpe 6To YapdTal Twpa, Ba To every year!

TTAppwvoupE Kabe ypovo!
NO HOME WITHOUT ELECTRICITY!

KAHNENA ZMITI XOPIZ PEYMA! ALL FOR ONE AND ONE FOR ALL!
ENAEZ A OADYEZ KAl OAQITIA ENAN!

Kivgon MNodmwy «MEZOMNOTAMIAR
Chpradon yosn T ITIE TN TH G KPITIE
Euvovng pooz kil Tphn ong 3 pp. ore amin g Meoomarouiog, Mhdroveg 13

a-mail. mesopolamatyigmal com, Tph 939501718
W MEOpaLAMmE

Grassroots initiative “Mesopotamia”, 2011
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No home without electricity!
FTPHFroPIOY AAMINPAKH 2

AAAnAeyyOn ortn wpdén
yia TNV OIKOYEVEIQ TNG Kag
Euyeviag améd Ta MeAiogoia .
davepyn, pe Taidi SiapnTiké | 2

4 XPONIA XQPIZ PEYMAI AEN EIEAl MONOEZ

TOY KOBOYM PEYMA KA NEPCy
BEACYN NA EOT MAPOYN TO IIITE:

miepuvnoe oto 2110192839
AKTYD AANHAETT YHE - KINHMATOL AEM TIAHPOING You aren’t alone.

‘I don’t pay” movement, 2017
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“The Public Power Corporation should not be cut into pieces, should not be sold, should not be concede. We don’t sale anything,”
Trade unionists of PPC against the privatization of PPC, 2018

“No more wind-mill projects on the mountains of Sitia, Crete”, 2018
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MEZIO GEPMANIHE THN NPOHIOYMENH XPONIA Comparison between heating equipment
IE IXEIH ME NAMAAIOTEPA used in 2013 an 2012
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WWF Greece, 2012-2013
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Greenpeace Greece, 2013

“I'm freezing at home too” “Energy efficiency: profits for all”
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HEINRICH BOLL STIFTUNG

Heinrich Boll Foundation — Greek branch, 2017
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Greenpeace Greece, 2017



Nowoi sipacts Nia  Tospyo pag

_:: i 2 EKTTIOTZW- Aukawapata Kartayyehieg Tu KAVOUPE 01 ApdoELg pag

EvépysLa
: . : ; ; . . “Survey: Do you know what you
Epeuva: MNvwpilelg L E0beVELG yLA TO NAEKTPLKO pEVHQ; pay for electricity?”
i.- ATIOVTIOE OTO EPLITNUATOAGYLO AKoADWELVTAL TOV MOpLaT
b girvbeopchitps:iwww ekpizo.gr/questionnaire_about_snergy MNaps tnv svipysia ota yEpa cou! Mive
L wEpos Tng Adong
-—e
MNepLootTepa
KatayyeAia mpog mapoyo yia Bepata AoyapLagpou “Complaint to energy provider for

the bill”

Edw avtipstwiiosts npdFhnua oe BEpaTa eVEPYELQS, UTIOPELTE va MPORELTE O KO

aHoROUBLVTOL TLC MOpaKdTw 0F yia pn EL0TE PEADC pag Kal smBupEite va

TE KOTAYYEALD, CUUTANPWOTE T TIOPAXATW UTIOSELYUO. OreoT

T TO OTY ETXELPRON PE TNV
omoia ExEL avakoyEL N SLIPopd KOL KOWOTIOW) OTE T OF EUAC KOL OTOUS apuodious pop

mEpiTwen mou BEAETE va..

MNeplooétspa

“Request for debt settlement”

Altnon Alakavoviopou OgelAng

sTwlosTs MpGfhnua o8 BEpaTa sVEPYELAL, UTIOpSELTE va poBEiteE of kata

nEdw

WTOL TLG MOpaKaTe oSnyizckatayy ¥La pn sy £LoTE PERGC pas kal smBupsice va

ETE KOTOYYEAD, CUUMANPLWETE TO TOpOXaTW UTIOSELY|IO, ONOOTEASTE TO OTNY ETEELpNOT PE TNV
I

Consumers’ Association
T “The Quality of Life” (EKPIZO)




Some closing remarks...

Civil society:

- played a significant role in mobilizations against energy deprivation
* builds bridges between different stakeholders
* serves as a problem indicator

Local urban movements:

* put in the spotlight the “right to energy”, as a part of the struggle against neoliberal policies
» have a defending approach against specific policies
 have not elaborated proposals for an alternative model of energy and housing production

NGOs & consumer associations:

- are active, fast and effective in policy formulation and informing policies

- distance themselves from bureaucratic procedures

 have the resources to engage in conflicts

« their activities depend on funding resources and centers of policy making



