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Main questions

• How does civil society respond to the new landscape in energy sector and especially to the 
challenges that emerge regarding energy poverty? 

• How do civil society’s responses interact with household needs and practices, but also with existing 

policies? 

• What is innovative in the civil society’s initiatives in Greece?



What is civil society?  How could civil society affect social and political life? 

• Civil society is a relatively loose term. 

• It’s neither public nor private, however it is in-between public and private, state and individuals. 

• It may include NGOs, local organisations, volunteer groups, informal associations and grassroots 
initiatives, with varying capacities and power to exert influence. 

• It is strongly associated with the potential for collective action, in the form of social movements, 
community action, or lobbying. 



In this presentation we will focus on local urban movements and NGOs. 

Since the beginning of the crisis both of them have been rather active:

• elaboration of proposals for an alternative model of social relations, economic activities and 
everyday life

• mobilization of resources and provision of services for those in or at risk of poverty (e.g. food rations, 
medical services, electricity reconnections, etc.).



Local urban movements

• A key moment for this was the incorporation of a new property tax in the electricity bills in 2011. 

• Energy providers cut electricity supply to households that could not afford the cost of the bills.

• Massive social reactions: demonstrations, collective “denial of paying the bills”, judicial actions, 
mobilization of citizens to prevent disconnections and creation of informal technical groups that 
reconnected residences to the electricity network. It was the first time that the Greek society realized 

that energy deprivation had become a large scale problem and raised claims for the ‘right to energy’. 



Grassroots initiative “Mesopotamia”, 2011

Call for a public event against property tax

I don’t pay!

• How to pay just the cost of electricity consumed 

and not the property tax.

• News, legal and other issues

• Creation of a network of information and 

solidarity in order to avoid electricity supply 

cuts. 

If we don’t resist now, we will pay the property tax 

every year!

NO HOME WITHOUT ELECTRICITY!

ALL FOR ONE AND ONE FOR ALL!



“I don’t pay” movement, 2017

No home without electricity!

You aren’t alone.





“The Public Power Corporation should not be cut into pieces, should not be sold, should not be concede. We don’t sale anything,”

Trade unionists of PPC against the privatization of PPC, 2018

“No more wind-mill projects on the mountains of Sitia, Crete”, 2018

“No oil extractions. If it destroys Epirus, this is not an investment”, 2018



WWF Greece, 2012-2013

Comparison between heating equipment 

used in 2013 an 2012

Households that spend less money for 

heating and cooling in the last 12 months 

than last year



Greenpeace Greece, 2013
“I’m freezing at home too” “Energy efficiency: profits for all”



Heinrich Böll Foundation – Greek branch, 2017



Greenpeace Greece, 2017



Consumers’ Association 

“The Quality of Life” (EKPIZO)

“Survey: Do you know what you 

pay for electricity?”

“Complaint to energy provider for 

the bill”

“Request for debt settlement”



Some closing remarks…

Civil society:

• played a significant role in mobilizations against energy deprivation

• builds bridges between different stakeholders
• serves as a problem indicator 

Local urban movements:

• put in the spotlight the “right to energy”, as a part of the struggle against neoliberal policies
• have a defending approach against specific policies 

• have not elaborated proposals for an alternative model of energy and housing production 

NGOs & consumer associations:

• are active, fast and effective in policy formulation and informing policies 

• distance themselves from bureaucratic procedures 
• have the resources to engage in conflicts 

• their activities depend on funding resources and centers of policy making


